
Sible Hedingham -
an introduction
Sible Hedingham lies on the west bank of the River Colne,
opposite the historic smaller village of Castle Hedingham
with its distinctive Norman Keep. The village covers some
2123 hectares (5248 acres), making it the second largest
village in Essex by area.

The village centres around the A1017, consisting of
Yeldham Road, Swan Street, Potter Street and Queen
Street, but away from the village centre, you will find
outlying hamlets and greens with intriguing names such as
Cutmaple, Delvin End and Cobbs Fen.

Unusually, Sible Hedingham has two historic centres, both
with small village greens. One is around St Peter’s Church,
and the second (shown on old maps as the hamlet of Swan
Street) around Alderford Street. Today, these are both
Conservation Areas that showcase the village’s rich
architectural and environmental heritage.

A settlement has existed in what is now Sible Hedingham
since the Bronze Age but the name Hedingham dates back
to Saxon times, meaning ‘a village at the head of meadow
or pasture. The ‘Sible’ part of our village’s name comes from
Sible de Laverton who held land in the village in the early
13th century.

Throughout its history, agriculture has been central to Sible
Hedingham’s development and the village gained a great
reputation for one quite important crop – hops. Indeed
Sible Hedingham hops were considered to be the finest in
the county, and, as you walk along the footpaths you may
well see surviving hops growing wild in the hedgerows.
But, in spite of Sible Hedingham’s agricultural heritage, the
shape of the village today reflects a more industrial past,
built on bricks and woodworking.

The earliest recorded brickworks were in existence in the
early 1700s, but the arrival of the railway in 1861 led to
such rapid expansion that by 1900 Sible Hedingham’s
brickworks employed more than five hundred men making
over seven million bricks per year. As you walk around the
village you will see Sible Hedingham’s distinctive red bricks
all around you, but keep a particular eye open for the
ornamental moulded bricks and terracotta panels for which
local brick makers such as Mark Gentry were nationally and
internationally acclaimed.

As Sible Hedingham’s brick industry declined throughout
the first half of the 20th century, so Rippers Limited grew
to become the largest employer in the area. Rippers’ joinery
factory filled the area that now includes Earls Garden,
Rockways Close, Bewick Court and Rippers Court. Very
little remains of ‘The Works’, (although you will see Rippers
woodwork in famous locations such as Liberty’s, Harvey
Nichols and the Royal Festival Hall), but Rippers left their
mark on the local environment through the 94 houses they
built in the 1920s on Yeldham Road, Station Road, Swan
Street and Brook Terrace.

The success of both industries and the prosperity of the
village owed much to the Colne Valley and Halstead
Railway which ran from Haverhill to Wakes Colne. The
railway closed in 1962, but the station was dismantled and
can now be seen at the nearby Colne Valley Railway.

Today, the majority of the village's 4000 inhabitants work
further afield, relying on buses and cars rather than the local
railway. But Sible Hedingham remains a vibrant
community in the beaatiful Colne Valley.

Public Rights of Way
There are more than eighty public rights of way in Sible Hedingham - a network
of footpaths, bridleways and byways reaching out across the beautiful north Essex
countryside for you to explore and enjoy.

We hope that you will find the paths clear and well-marked.

Both the County Council and landowners have a duty to keep the paths in good
condition and the Parish Council are grateful for all they do to help maintain this
valuable village amenity. You can help by alerting our Parish Clerk of any
problems you find.

Users of the paths also have a responsibility. Although you have a ‘right of way’
you are walking on someone else’s land so please respect it. Shut all gates and
keep dogs under control to avoid any disturbance to crops, cattle, birds and other
wildlife, and please clear up after them just as you would on the pavement or
public road.

About the walks
A few suggested walks, often linking with Sible Hedingham’s history and heritage, are highlighted on the main 
map.

Two of the walks, the Pauline Stevens Walk and the Phyllis Cox Walk, are named in memory of former
members of Sible Hedingham Parish Council.  They both devoted an immense amount of time and effort into
preserving the parish’s network of footpaths, encouraging people to walk them, and organising group walks.

The Hedingham Mills Walk starts and finishes in Castle Hedingham, passing the newly renovated
Alderford Mill before heading out into open countryside. The return journey passes by Hulls Mill (once
owned by Hovis and still known by many as Hovis Mill) in one of the most picturesque parts of the Colne
Valley.

The Potteries Walk reflects the village’s history, passing through areas where ancient pottery has been
discovered, including the remains of a medieval kiln near to the appropriately named Potter Street.

The Hawkwood Walk carries the name of Sible Hedingham’s most famous son – the 14th century soldier
and mercenary, Sir John Hawkwood. Hawkwood fought under Edward III in the Hundred Years War in
France but found fame and fortune as a mercenary in Italy, earning himself the nickname Giovanni Acuto, or
John Sharp, for his cunning on the battlefield.

Hawkwood died in Florence in 1394 and was buried in the Duomo, where the famous fresco of him by Paolo
Uccello can be seen today.

Blue Plaques (See Main Map)
 John Hilton (1805-1878): Celebrated surgeon and Surgeon Extraordinary to Queen Victoria

 Sir William Davenant (1606-1668): Poet Laureate and dramatist

 John Redwood Anderson (1883-1964): Poet and Playwright

 Rachel Barrett (1875-1953): Campaigner for women’s rights and editor of The Suffragette

 Emily 'Kitty' Marshall (1870-1947): Suffragette and noted activist in the Women's Social 

and Political Union

 Arthur Marshall (1870-1947): Lawyer who supported the suffragette movement and appeared 
on behalf of many suffragettes

For further information,
please contact:

Clerk of Sible Hedingham Parish Council
Parish Office

75 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Halstead
Essex CO9 3HT.

Telephone: 01787 462568
Email: clerk@siblehedinghampc.org.uk
Website: www.siblehedinghampc.org.uk

Places of Interest
St.Peter’s Church
Sible Hedingham Church, dedicated to St. Peter, was
largely built during the reign of Edward III. It is a fine
edifice of brick and stone, including some Roman tiles,
indicating that there were Roman remains nearby. The West
Tower, originally built in 1350,was almost entirely rebuilt in
the early 16th Century when the South Porch was added.
The priests and choir stalls are a relatively recent addition,
having been carved and constructed from oak by the 
craftsmen of Rippers Ltd. The church also possesses a fine
peal of eight bells.

Alderford Street and Alderford Mill

For the greater part of the 19th. Century Alderford St. was
known as Water Lane. In addition to The Mill the street
had a tannery, three maltings, a wool combing factory and
a hop merchants. The first records of the a mill (Alderford
Myll) appeared in 1587, but a mill may have been on this
site prior to this date; the Doomsday Book refers to the area
around the millsite as ‘Alreforda’, so the name has been in
use for at least 900 years. The mill was part of the huge De
Vere estates and manorial records from 1585 tell us that
Edward De Vere of Hedingham Castle leased it for a term
of 1000 years to a Mathew Allyton of Sible Hedingham at
68s 8d a year.

In 1792 the mill was rebuilt. In 1868 an extension was built
for a steam engine, followed by early diesel then electric
power. Alderford Mill ceased operation as a working mill
in the the late 1950’s, but in 1994 ownership was
transferred to Essex County Council, who renovated it with
the help of English Heritage. It is now open to the public
6 times a year on a Sunday.
(http://www.alderfordmill.org.uk/)

Broaks Wood
Broaks Wood, which sits on the border between Sible
Hedingham and Gosfield, is considered to be the most
diverse area of woodland in Essex. It is home to a unique
variety of tree species, including a spectacular example of a
Giant Redwood grove - the tallest growing tree species in
the world.

The majority of the wood is designated as an ancient
woodland and is estimated to have existed for more than
12,000 years.

Maintained by Forestry England, Broaks Wood offers
visitors more than five miles of open paths to explore and 
enjoy.
(https://www.forestryengland.uk/broaks-wood)

The Recreation Ground
The Recreation Ground was given to the village in 1928 by
Arthur Frank Gibson, a local builder. It is managed by Sible
Hedingham Parish Council and over the years there have
been many improvements, including tree planting, the
provision of playing equipment, a multi-use games area and
public toilets. A shelter constructed of wood and red bricks,
made in the village was erected in 1935 to commemorate
the Silver Jubilee of King George V. The Recreation
Ground is an amenity for all ages to enjoy.

Molly'sWood
Molly's Wood is a ten-acre nature reserve first planted in
2007. In addition to providing members with a tranquil
place to walk and relax, Molly's Wood is a beautiful outdoor
setting used by schools, choirs and other community
groups.
(https://www.mollyswood.org)

SIBLE 
HEDINGHAM

PARISH
FOOTPATHS

MAP

Design and print by FM Litho.
Maps produced by Heritage House (Publishers) Ltd

Places of Interest
Alderford Mill
Allotment Gardens
Baptist Chapel
Fire Station
Football Pitch
Gray’s Hall Meadow
Hedingham School
Library
Parish Council Office
Pharmacy
Playgrounds
Pocket Park
Post Office
Recreation Ground
Rehobath Baptist Chapel
Riverside Walk
Saint Peter’s CE Primary School
Saint Peter’s Church
Surgery
Toilets
Village Green (Church Street)
Village Green (Alderford Street)
Village Hall
White Lion

L6
J6
K4
K5
K4
K4
K3
L5
L6
L5
K4, K5, L4, L6
L5
L5
K6
L5
L4, L5, L6
K6
K5
L6
L6
K5
L6
K5
K5

Roads
Abbey Meadow
Alderford Street
Alexandra Road
Aley’s Barn
Ashley Street 
Beech Grove
Bewick Court
Brook Meadow
Brook Terrace
Cambridge Avenue
Capes Chase
Castle Meadow
Charlton Close
Christmas Field
Church Street
Colne Road
Cousins Yard
Cygnet Court
Edward Crescent
Elm Close
Everitt Way
Finch Walk
Friars Close
Gibson Road
Grays Mead
Hawkwood Road
Hawthorns
Hedingham Place
Hills Road
Hilton Walk
Hilton Way
Hogarth Close
Jubilee Court
Lamb Lane
Newman’s Meadow
Norman Close
Oak Walk
Osier Way
Oxford Lane
Oxford Meadow
Park Court
Parkfields
Pen Meadow
Plaza Court
Prayor’s Hill
Queen Street
Recreation Ground
Recreation Road
Rectory Meadow
Rectory Road
Rippers Court
Riverside Way
Rockways Close
Saint Peters View
School Road
Sparrow Close
Spring Way
Spurgeon Close
Station Road
Summerfields
Swan Chase
Swan Court
Swan Street
Tundra Close
Warburton Avenue
Webster Close
Westrop Drive
Wethersfield Road
Willow Dene
Willow Meadows
Woodpecker Lane
Yeldham Road

K4
L6
K5, L5
L6
L5
K5
K4
K5
L5
L6
L6
K4
K4
K4
K5
L6
L5
L5
L5
K4
L4
L5
K4
K6
K4
K6, L6
K4
L5
K6
L6
L6
L5
L6
L7
L5
L4
K4
L4
J4, K4
K4
K5
K5
L5
L5
J5
L3
K5
K6
K5
K5
L4
L5
L4
K5
J6, K6
K6
L5, L6
L5
K4, L4
L5
L6
L6
L5, L6
L5
K6
K6
L4
J5
K4
L6
L4
K4

DF

PDF

BRO
O

K   M
EAD

O
W

SU
M

M
ER

F I
EL

D
S

HEDINGHAM

    PLACE

WILLOW  MEADOWS

CAMBRIDGE  AVENUE

ALEXANDRA   ROAD       
       

       
       

       
        

        
 ALEXANDRA   ROAD

RECTO
RY   R

OAD     
     

      
       

       
       

       
       

       
    RECTORY   ROAD

PA
RKFIELDS

ST
 P

ET
ER

S 
  V

IE
W

CO
LN

E   RO
AD

JUBILEE  COURT
 SWAN

COURT

CAPES  CHASE

SW
AN

   STREET         A1017

ALDERFORD   S
TREET

GIBSON   ROAD

RECREATION   ROAD

HAWKWOOD   ROAD

WARBURTON  A
VENUE

HILTON    
W

AY

HILTON
  WALK

SPU
RG

EO
N    CLOSE

RECREATIO
N  GRO

UND

HILLS   R
OAD

SWAN  CHASE

AL
EY’S BARN

BROOK  TERRACE

BEW

ICK CT

SW
AN

   STREET

SW
A

N
   STREET

GRAYS  M
EAD

GR
AY

S 
 M

EA
D

ELM CLOSE

W
ALK

O
AK

HAWTHORNS

RE
C

TO
RY

  M
EA

D
O

W

 PARK

COURT

HAW
KWOOD   ROA

D

CYGN
ET  CO

U
RT

RIVERSIDE  WAY

SUMMERFIELDS

WETHERSFIELD  ROAD

PRAYOR’S  HILL

SC
HOOL  

 R
OAD

CH
U

RCH
               STREET

CHURCH  STREET

FRIARS  CLOSE

OXF
ORD

   M
EA

DOW

ABBEY  MEADOW

CASTLE  M
EADOW

OXFORD   L
ANE

OXF
ORD

   L
ANE

OXFORD   LANE

BEECH

GROVE

WILLOW DENE

SPRING   W
AY

CHRISTMAS  FIELD

A1017      YELD
H

AM
   RO

AD STA
TIO

N   R
O

AD

RIPPERS CO
U

RTCH
ARLTO

N

   CLO
SE

QUEEN STREET

NO

R
M

AN

 CLOSE

W
ESTRO

P   DRIVE

W
O

O
DPECKER   LANE

ASHLEY STREET 

ED
W

AR
D   CRES.

FINCH WALK
HOGARTH    

   
   

CL
O

SE

OSIER  W
AY

ROCKWAYS CLOSE

SC
HO

O
L 

 R
O

AD

EVE R I T
T 

 W
A

Y

SPARROW
CLOSE

WEBSTER
CLOSE

LANELAMB

TUNDRA

PEN MEADOW

COUSINS

YARD

NEWMAN’S

MEADOW

PLAZA CT

CLOSE

Hedingham School

Rookwoods

Route of form
er H

alstead                 and Colne Valley Railw
ay

Route of former Halstead and Colne Valley Railway

St Peter’s CE
Primary School

Alderford Street 
Village Green

Fire 
Station

Playground

Playground

Playground

Playground

Pocket
Park

Playground
 Parish 
Council
 Office

Toilets

Village 
Hall

Library

Rehobath
Baptist 
Chapel

White
Lion

School Farm

Alderford
Mill

Surgery

Pharmacy

Allotment
Gardens

Post Office

Rookwoods
 Rough

Church Street
Village Green

St Peter’s
Church

Prayor’s
Farm

Recreation
Ground

Football
   Pitch

River
Colne

Baptist 
Chapel

Old Rectory

Gray’s Hall Meadow

Ri
ve

rs
id

e 
 W

al
k

River Colne
Riverside  W

alk

New
England

32

34

31

30

31

31

93

90
50

91

24

24

37

45

45

46

37

34

34

33

33

33

36

54

5548

88

47

47

4752
56

95

44

51

16

16

16 31

16

15J                                         K                                                               L                            M   

3

4

5

6

3

4

5

6

J                                         K                                                               L                            M   

SIBLE
HEDINGHAM

© Crown copyright 2021
OS 0100064215



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

730 740 750745735 760 770755 765 775 780 785 790 800795

365

360

355

350

340

345

330

335

325

315

320

310

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

365

360

355

350

340

345

330

335

325

315

320

310

A B C D E F G H                        J                         K                         L                        M                       N                         P

730 740 750745735 760 770755 765 775 780 785 790 800795A B C D E F G H                        J                         K                         L                        M                       N                         P

DF

PO

1 2

5
6

4
3

DF

56

3

4
21

11

13

12

12

12

26

25

25

24

24

24

242489

90

91

25
25

26

29

28

94

93

94

30
33

34

31

31

36

33

37

34

44

54

54

54
60

55

76

63

62

61

62

64

62
71

69

69

65

65

65

66

66

67

68
70

74

63

6372

77

72

42

42

41

41

41

40

40

40

92

51

51

52

50

8887

87

49

48

47

47

39

38

72
58

53
45

46

32 95

4

2

15
14

14

17 1919

19 18

18

2

8
1

5

5

7

7

10

107

42

17

43

47

27

30
31

34

11

11

15

15

16

16

22
22

31

14

14
13

30

28

37

34

27

2634

33

39

45

6

17
18

17

40

2

2

41

23

28

13

19

23

24

2

21
4

3

10

REC
TORY  ROAD

STA
TIO

N
  R

O
A

D

EVERITT W
AY

FIELD

RECREATION         ROAD

SPRING    WAY

MDWS

RIVERSIDE
WAY

GRAYS   M
EAD

ELM

BEWICK CT

CYGNET CT

SWAN 
CT

HEDINGHAM
PLACE

HILTON
WALK

WILLOW DENE

HILTO N

  W
AY

JUBILEE

CO
LN

E

HILLS RD

ALDERFORD  S
T

SCHOOL  R
OAD

NUNNERY  ST

SH
EEPCO

T   RO
A

D

PRAYOR’S  HILL                                           CHURCH  STREET

GRAVES  HALL  R
OAD    

    
     

     
    

    
    

    
     

                 
      B

RICK  KILN  HILL

DEVIL’S     LAN E

PURL’S   HILL

SU
M

M
ER

FI
EL

D
S

QUEEN  S
TREET    

    
    

     
    

   
   

   
    S

T JAMES’  ST

SW
A

N
   STREET                                                                      SW

A
N

  STREET                 POTTER  STREET            Q
U

EEN
  STR

E
ET

A1017                                                      YELD
H

A
M

   RO
A

D

PARKFIELD

S

ALEXANDRA    R
OAD

ABBEY MDW    O
XFO

RD
  M

DW

FRIARS
CL

CASTLE MDW

CHRISTMAS

    AVENUECAMBRIDGE WILLOW

TERRACEBROOK

M
EAD

O
W

BRO
O

K

PARK CT

CL

GR
BEECH

SPARROW
CLOSE

OAK WK

HAWTHORNS

OXFORD  L
ANE

CHARLTON CL

GIBSON 

ROAD

SPURGEON
CL

HAW
KWOOD      ROAD

RD

CT

BURTON

AVENUEWAR-

K IRBY  HALL  RO
A

D

RECREATION

GRO
UND

ST P
ET

ER
S 

 V
IEW

RECTORY
MEADOW

WEBSTER
CLOSE

 SWAN 
CHASE

WATERY   LANE                                          
       

       
 LAMB   LANE

H
O

RN
   

H
IL

L 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  I

N
N

H
A

M
   

HI
LL

LI
ST

ON
HA

LL
  CHASE

A1124                                                                                    HALSTEAD   ROAD

A
10

17
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

    
   B

RA
IN

TR
EE

   R
OAD   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 A
10

17

HULL’S
  M

ILL  (o
r H

OVIS
  M

ILL)  L
ANE

SA
N

D
Y 

 L
AN

E

SUGAR    LANE

BLO
IS

  H
ALL

  R
OAD

STARLING’S   HILL

CUCKOO   HILL       
      

      
       

        
      

    
    

    
 W

ETH
ERSFIELD   ROAD

RIPPERS  C
T

W
ESTROP  DR

 YELD
H

A
M

   RO
A

D

Hedingham
Castle

       SIBLE
HEDINGHAM

14

13

Broaks
Wood

Shardlowe’s
Wood

Rookwoods
       Rough

Blois
Hall

Bloom’s
Farm

Tuffon Hall
Vineyard

Hedingham 
       School

St Peter’s CE 
       Primary
             Sch

Station
Colne Valley 
    Railway

Greenfield
        FarmCarter’s 

   Farm

Birdgreen
   Farm

Tattersall’s
Farm

Finch’s
Farm

Oak House
Runalong
Farm

Pepper’s
     Farm

Pevor’s
   Farm

Hawkwood’s
             Farm

Liston 
Hall Farm

Readings

Perryfield’s
Farm

Baykers Farm

Valley Farm

Foxborough

Brook Street
            Farm

Foxborough
Hill Farm

Sparrows
Farm

Eckfield
  Farm

Wash
Farm

Hull’s Mill
Farm

Hull’s 
Mill

Ford

Braintree
Corner

Sewage
  Works

Upton
House

ChandlersClay 
Hall

The Chase

Hole
Farm

Boaley’s
    Farm

Mount
Nebo

Brickwall
Farm

Tile Kiln
  Farm

Hill Fm

Southeygreen
House

Cherrytree
Farm

Deek’s
Farm

Redhouse
Farm Burnt House

Farm

Moss’s Farm

The
Grange

White Lion
            PH 

  Bus 
Depot

Washland’s
Farm

Cuckoos Farm

Hostage 
   Farm

School
 Farm

Allotments

Alderford 
FarmAlderford

Mill

Cuckoos
Cottages

Rookwoods

Kentish
    Farm Delvin End

High Street
       Green

Almshouse
      Green

Morris
Green

Cutmaple

Harrow Cross

New
England

Forrey
Green

Cobbs 
  Fen

Southey
  Green

Edishe’s
    Farm

Barr Hall

Meadowfield
           Farm

Long
Pond

              course of form
er

Halstead & Colne Valley Railway

course of former
Halstead & Colne Valley

Railway

PAULINE  STEVENS’  
     WALK

HAWKWOOD
       WALK HEDINGHAM  

MILLS  WALK

HEDINGHAM  
MILLS  WALK

The Bell InnThe WheatsheafMemories

A1017 to 
Cambridge

A1124 to 
Halstead

A1017 to 
Braintree

Welcome Slough
      Farm

Disused 
Airfield

Meakley
Wood

Lowt’s
Wood

Molly’s
Wood

Runalong
Wood

HEDINGHAM  
MILLS  WALK

River  Colne

Site of
Disused
Airfield

Hawks
Wood

River Colne

HAWKWOOD
       WALK

PHYLLIS COX
WALK

POTTERIES
WALK

Greenstead Green
and Halstead
Rural Parish

Castle Hedingham
            Parish

Great
Maplestead

Parish

Gosfield
Parish

Toppesfield
Parish

Great Yeldham
Parish

Wethersfield
Parish

Riverside W
alk

Sible Hedingham Parish Footpath Map
Representation of a road track or path is no evidence of a right of way. E&OE

© Sible Hedingham Parish Council 2021.
Cartography by Heritage House (Publishers) Ltd.

Based on Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

© Crown copyright 2021 OS 0100064215
0 kilometres 0.5 1

0 miles 0.5 1

1.5
Scale  1 : 14,000

44

14

35

PO

27

Key to Symbols

Hedingham Mills Walk
7.5 miles/12.6 kms
Pauline Stevens’ Walk
2 miles/3.2 kms

Hawkwood Walk
6.5 miles/10.5 kms

Phyllis Cox Walk
3.4 miles/5.4 kms

Potteries Walk
3 miles/4.8 kms

Woodland in adjacent
                               parish

Public Open Space or
              Village Green
Woodland

Lake or reservoir

Parish boundary

Field boundary

Footpath with Stile

Footpath in adjacent parish

Church or chapel

School

Post Office

Public house

Blue Plaque

Defribrillator

Bridleway

Byway

Track or private path

Open Access area

1

DF


